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D S e ety

LISTENING 1 (Items 1 - 6)
You are going to hear a conversation between a brother and sister.
Listen, and for each item, choose the correct option: A, B or C.

1. While driving today, Salim nearly hit a .
A. car B. bridge C. man

2. He i 2
A. wasn't wearing his B. went through a red C. was using his mobile \,?:
safety belt light phone

3. When this happened, he was driving at kph. 5
A. 85 B. 100 C. 110 4

4. Salim passed his driving test
A. last year B. two years ago C. three years ago

5. The problem with Salim’s driving is that he is .
A. very bad-tempered B. too confident C. too nervous

6. Some time ago, Fatma had an accident. Since then, she has stopped =
A. driving so fast B. driving a car C. phoning while driving

LISTENING 2 (Items 7 - 11)
You are going to hear the story of a famous voyage by the explorer, Fridtjof Nansen.
Listen, and for each question, write a short answer (not more than THREE WORDS).

7. What did Nansen design for the voyage? A ship that was very
8. In what year did the voyage begin?

9. What was the biggest problem for the men on the ship? — They felt

10. How long were they at sea?

11. How many men died on the voyage?

Write your answers on your answer paper.
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LISTENING 3 (Items 12 - 15]
You are going to hear four people speaking. What are they talking about? For each
speaker, choose ONE of the items in the box. Write A, B, C, etc, as in the example.

Example: “She explains things very clearly
and she’s fair to all the students.” E

TALKING ABOUT:

12. (1) A a waiter
13. (2) B a film star

C her grandfather
14: 3) D a young neighbour
15. (4) E a shop assistant

£ ateacher

G her baby

VOCABULARY 1 (Items 1 - 5)
Complete the text. Use five of the words in the box. Write ONE word in each space.
(There are three extra words in the box.)

agreement choice growth industry
reduction trade transport unemployment
At the meeting, there was general (1) that the supermarket should be
built. It will give the town’s people more (2) when shopping. It will also
lead to a (3) in the number of jobs available in the town. This will be a
good thing as the town has always had a high rate of (4) . However,

some owners of small shops are worried that the new supermarket will take away their
customers and cause a (5) in their sales.

Write your answers on your answer paper.

3




[image: image3.jpg]Diploma Exam, English Language B’ page 3 g
2009 - 2010, First Session

¢  VOCABULARY 2 (Items 6 - 10)
For each item, read the definition and write the word in the space provided. You are
given the first letter(s) of the word. Make sure you spell the whole word correctly.

Example: kitchen (noun) a room where food is prepared and cooked

(adjective) near; not far away

3 5 e.g. There’s a supermarket cl............ to my house.
7 (verb) actin a particular way
) e.g. Children should beah............. well when there are guests.
(verb) find or learn something completely new
8 e.g. Scientists are hoping to dis.......... the cause of the disease.
° (adjective) unable to hear anything
: e.g. My grandmother is completely d............. in her left ear. g
(verb) say that you will not do something g
0. e.g. Why does he always ref ............. to accept my help?

GRAMMAR 1 (Items 1 - 5)
Complete the text. For each space, choose the correct option: A, B, C or D.

Speaker A: Sorry to disturb you, dad, but I need (1) money.
Speaker B: What?! (2) you twenty rials yesterday!
Speaker A: Yes, I know, but I've (3) spent it!
Speaker B: That was quick! So how much do you need? And what (4)
[ to do with it? :
$ Speaker A: Oh, only fifteen rials. (5) a big sale at the bookshop.
1. A. some B. alot C. any D. much
2. A. TI'vegiven B. I give C. Igave D. I'm giving )
3. A. yet B. often C. already D. ever &
4. A. will you B. do you C. canyou D. are you going /
5. A. There B. It's C. There’s D g

They're g

Write your answers on your answer paper.
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GRAMMAR 2 (Items 6 - 10)
Complete each sentence. Write ONE WORD only.

6. I've been waiting here three hours!
7. Today the temperature is lower it was yesterday.
8. she go to the supermarket yesterday?

9. When I was a child, I always used read before gbing to sleep.

10. Have you seen my sunglasses? I don’t remember I've left them.

READING 1 (Items 1 - 6)
Match the six texts on the left with the texts in the box. &
Write A, B, C, etc, as in the example. (There are two extra texts in the box.) $

e.g. It's a really beautiful place. H ‘ A It was an excellent film, but I wish the

ending hadn’t been so sad!

1. A new magazine for teenagers B That’s because we don’t want them to
has just been published. breathe in any harmful germs.

2. As you can see, all of our C But when I complain, my dad says it's my
workers wear special masks. own fault. He says I shouldn't be so shy!

3. When I have a difficult task to D Itis extremely poisonous. One bite is
do, I prefer to be alone. enough to kill even a healthy adult.

4. The ‘taipan’is a snake which E They would be healthier and happier if
lives in the Australian desert. they went out and got some fresh air!

5. Since I moved to this school, F If other people are disturbing me, I can’t
I've been feeling very lonely. concentrate and I start making mistakes.

6. One problem with young G They are regular visitors because the
people today is that they spend climate is very pleasant, especially at this |:
too much time indoors. time of year.

H Everyyear-thousands-of tourists-ge-there |
I It's called ‘Wow!’ I haven't actually read it
yet, but my friends tell me it’s great.

Write your answers on your answer paper.
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READING 2 [Items 7 - 12]
Read the following two texts. Then, for each item, choose the correct option: A, B or C.

Text 1

Dear lulia,
Hi! How are you? I tried to call you several times on Monday, but it seems there’s
something wrong with your mobile phone. :

Anyway, do you remember that wonderful presentation we attended at the end of last
year in Sohar — the one about Omani history? And that young presenter who made us
laugh with all his jokes? Well, I've just received an advertisement for some more
presentations by the same guy, starting in September. The first one will be on the 19"
right here in the capital — at the Omani Cultural Centre, to be exact. It's about “Life in
the Desert” and it will start at ten-thirty in the morning.

I shall certainly be there. Would you like to join me? Please let me know as soon as
possible.
Very best wishes, Mariam

7. Mariam and Julia went to a presentation together in .

A. December B. September C. January
8. They liked the presenter because he was

A. polite B. handsome C. funny
9. The next presentation will be in

A. Sohar B. Nizwa C. Muscat
Text 2

Dear Mariam,

Thanks for your message. I'm sorry you couldn’t reach me the other day — my phone
is broken. I went to the shop to get it fixed, but there were so many people there and I
had an appointment with the dentist, so I had to leave. So it’s still not working!

Anyway, I'm sorry, but unfortunately I won't be able to go to the presentation with you.
I have to attend the parents’ Open Day at my son’s school. He's really looking forward
to it and he'll be really disappointed if I don’t go. I hope you understand.

However, I'd love to go to some of the other presentations if I can, and it would
certainly be nice to meet that presenter again. So it would be great if I could have a
copy of that advert with all the dates and other details. Thanks!

Best wishes, Julia
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READING 2 (cont’d)

10. Julia didn't fix her phone because she didn't have .
A. any money B. enough time C. transportation

11. She can't attend the presentation on the 19" because she will be
A. with her son B. visiting her parents C. at the dentist’s

12. She asks Mariam to .
A. speak to the B. phone her as soon C. send her some
presenter as possible information

READING 3 (Items 13- 20)
Read the following article, and then complete the tasks on page 7.

The Japanese love science and technology, and are always ready to use it to change the
world they live in. They look at everything and ask themselves: “"How could we improve

It all started in 1990, when a farmer in Kagawa decided to grow a melon which was not
round, but square! He succeeded, and his ‘strange fruit” attracted media attention from
all over the world. Unfortunately, as he could only harvest about 1,000 of these melons
per year, he had to charge very high prices — about 100 US dollars each!

shaped like a pyramid! Not surprisingly, these triangular melons are more difficult to
grow than square ones. So the farmers are only able to produce about ten every year,
which means that the price is even higher — about 650 US dollars each!

However, these simple, geometric shapes were not enough for a farmer from Fukuoka.

a lovely big smile! This friendly fruit costs even more than the pyramid-shaped melon,
and is mostly bought by restaurant-owners, who use it as a kind of decoration.

By now, you will probably be wondering how on earth these ‘strange” watermelons are
created. In fact, the technology is very basic. There is no need for special seeds or
chemicals or anything. The farmer simply puts a small melon inside a wooden frame.
As the fruit grows, it takes on the shape of the frame. Clever, isn't it?

You will also, no doubt, be wondering what these ‘strange’ melons actually taste like. I
was curious, too, so I tried one last year. To my surprise, the taste was actually quite
good — no different from round melons, in fact.

So, what do I think of these ‘strange’ watermelons? Well, they certainly are interesting,
but personally, I wouldn’t want to waste any money on them. I'm not a rich man, so

I prefer to eat good old-fashioned round melons that don’t cost hundreds of dollars!

If I want to look at square, triangular or head-shaped melons, I can always go to a shop
or restaurant!

it?” This applies to even the simplest things. Take, for example, the common watermelon.

Then, ten years later, farmers in Hokkoida came up with another ‘strange” melon— it was

Five years ago, he created a melon shaped like a human head — including eyes, nose and

&
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READING 3 (cont’d)

Task 1: For each question, write a short answer (not more than THREE WORDS).

13. When was the first ‘strange’ watermelon produced? (year)
14. How many ‘pyramid’ melons are produced every year?
15. Who are the main customers for *human head” melons?

16. Which melon is the most expensive?

Task 2: For each item, choose the correct option: A, B or C.

17. The ‘strange’ melons described in the text were all designed by
A. farmers B. scientists C. artists

18. To produce these melons, they use special

A. chemicals B. seeds C. frames
19. ‘Strange’ melons taste traditional melons.
A. the same as B. better than C. worse than

20. For the writer, the most important thing about a melon is its
A. size B. price C. shape

WRITING 1 g
Describe and comment on the picture. Write 25 — 30 words.

Write your answers on your answer paper.
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WRITING 2
Write a PARAGRAPH about an organization called the World Scouting Movement
(WSM). Use ALL the information in the box. Your paragraph should be well-organised

and clear.

2003/ girls/ join

28 million members

WsM

Oman /join/ 1977 start/1920/ boys only

headquarters/ Geneva/ Switzerland

international/ non-governmental

201 countries activities: festivals/ educational programs

aim/ young people/ good citizens

now/ 70% boys/ 30% girls

WRITING 3

Situation: Imagine that you are Fahad/Farah. You want to take part in a writing

competition organized by ‘Modern World’ magazine.

The topic is:

Which is better? Eating at home or going out to a restaurant?

Write at least 100 words. Give reasons for your opinion. Your article should be clear

and lively.

Write your answers on your answer paper.





