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Write your answers in the space provided.

VOCABULARY
Complete each sentence. Choose the correct option: A, B, C or D.
Answers

1. Whenever I'm nervous, I my nails. It’s a bad habit, I know!

A. blow B. shake C. bite D. fold 1.
2. It was very of you to invite me to the ceremony. Thanks very much!

A. rude B. considerate C. selfish D. cruel 2.
3. The old fort is in very bad condition. It needs to be :

A. rescued B. restored C. returned D. reduced 3
4. There's a dead rat on the roof. The smell is really !

A. pleasant B. fantastic C. disgusting D. perfect 4,
5. The government has a lot of money to the project.

A. allocated B. concluded C. improved D. compared 5.

( )

GRAMMAR

Complete the text. Use five of the words in the box. Write ONE word in each space.
(There are three extra words in the box.)

at but invent  invented or passenger passengers  which

The first steam train was (1) by George Stephenson. Its first
journey was on 25 July 1814, It carried two hundred (2) and travelled
(3) a speed of 14 kph. Of course, modern trains, 4) use

electric motors (5) diesel engines, can travel much faster.

&



[image: image2.jpg]RRRSLS

Diploma, English Language ‘B’ page 2
Preliminary Examination — 2009/2010

READING
Read the text. Then, for each item, choose the correct option: A, B or C.

Most visitors to Italy only go to the great cities in the north of the country— Venice,
Milan, Florence and, of course, the capital city, Rome. But there is also a lot to see in the
south. For example, one place there that I really love is called Craco. It's a beautiful old
town up in the hills, about 40 kilometres from the coast in the region of Basilicata. It sits
on a 400-metre-high cliff overlooking a deep river valley.

Craco is an ancient place with a long history. It was built 1500 years ago, and its people
lived mainly from farming — raising goats and growing crops such as olives and grapes.
But it was never an easy place to live. The soil was poor and the climate was hard — very
little rain, very hot in the summer and very cold in the winter.

However, for hundreds of years, the people of Craco survived. But then, at the beginning
of the 20™ century, the situation became very bad indeed. The people became so poor
that they lost all hope. Between 1890 and 1920, hundreds of families left to find a better
life in North America. Then, in the 1950s, a series of earthquakes destroyed many
buildings. Finally, in 1963, the whole population was moved to a safer location — a new
town in the valley called Craco Pescheria.

So now the beautiful old town of Craco is just a museum. The only people who go there
are historians and tourists, who walk around the quiet, empty streets enjoying the ‘old

world’ atmosphere and taking photos of the beautiful scenery. It's rather sad, but it's a
unique experience — it’s well worth a visit!

Answers

1. The town of Craco is in the of Italy.

A. north B. centre C. south 1.
2, Itis :

A. in the mountains B. on the coast C. on an island 2.
3. It used to be an important centre for .

A. agriculture B. handicrafts C. trade 3.
4. In the early 20" century, many people from Craco

A. died of disease B. went to live abroad C. moved to Rome 4.
5. Several parts of the town have been damaged by .

A. earthquakes B. fires C. floods 5.

6. Nobody has lived in Craco since the .
A. 1920s B. 1950s C. 1960s 6.
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WRITING
Imagine that you are an ‘Agony Aunt’ who gives young people advice.
A teenager has written to you saying:

Dear Aunt Shahira,

I'm 16 year old and I don't have any brothers or sisters. So my
parents love me a lot and give me everything I want. The
problem is, I'm still not happy. I feel that my life is empty and
boring. What should I do? Please give me your advice.

Nasir / Nada

Answer this letter. Write at least 50 words. Do not write an address.
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